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1949 - 2013 
Municipal school   

restored and revitalized 



Arne Jacobsens  Munkegårdsskole, set fra Dorte Mandrups parterreudvielse Arne Jacobsenôs Munkeg¬rd School seen from Dorte Mandrupôs ground-floor extension 
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Baggrund og kort projekthistorie 
2006-2013  

Munkegårdsskolen blev fredet i 
мффрΦ {ƪƻƭŜƴ ŜǊ Ŝǘ ƘƻǾŜŘǾŋǊƪ 
blandt Arne Jacobsens arbejder.  

Professor og arkitekt Arne Jacob-
sens skolebygning blev udviklet fra 
мфпф ƻƎ ǎǘƻŘ ŦŋǊŘƛƎ ƛ мфрс ǎƻƳ Ŝǘ 
έƎŜǎŀƳǘǿŜǊƪέΣ ŘǾǎΦ !ǊƴŜ WŀŎƻōǎŜƴ 
har tegnet og projekteret på alle 
niveauer i byggeriet, lige fra den 
overordnede struktur til detaljering 
af beslåning, scenetæpper og gardi-
ner, belysning, inventar og havepla-
ner. Det er en stor og velstrukture-
ret helhed, der med det nære sam-
spil mellem arkitektur og have-
kunst, virker hjemlig.  

I 2000, besluttede Gentofte Kom-
mune, at skolerne skulle tilbyde 
projektorienterede læringsfacilite-
ter. I 2004, blev der, i samarbejde 
med Kulturstyrelsen, udviklet en 
bevarings- og vitaliseringsstrategi, 
samt planlagt et ambitiøst restaure-
ringsprojekt, og en 1600m2 udbyg-
ning under skolegården, en 
έǇŀǊǘŜǊǊŜǳŘōȅƎƴƛƴƎέ ƳŜŘ ǎǘƻǊŜ 
dagslysindtag fra atriumgårde. Par-
terreudbygningen er tegnet af Dor-
te Mandrup Arkitekter og den stod 
færdig i 2009. 

Sideløbende med parterreudbyg-
ningen og frem til og med første 
halvår 2013, er der gennemført en 
omfattende restaurering og revitali-
sering af Arne Jacobsens arkitektur. 
Primære transformationer er gen-
nemført i festsal og klasseværelser, 
ved brug af bygningsdele med mø-
belkarakter, samt få nødvendige 
ombygninger, også af Dorte Man-
drup Arkitekter. Ligeledes er den 
ǄǎǘƭƛƎŜ έǳŘǎƪƻƭƛƴƎǎōȅƎƴƛƴƎέΣ ŜŦǘŜǊ 
en skimmelsanering, restaureret og 
revitaliseret af Erik Møller Arkitek-
ter. Tilsvarende er pedel og inspek-
tørbolig blevet restaureret af Birthe 
Just Arkitekter. Landskab og gård-
haver er restaureret og revitaliseret  
af Gentofte Landskab og Arkitektur. 
Endelig har Tegnestuen Birthe Just  
udarbejdet en detaljeret manual, så 
fremtidigt arbejde kan følge den 
bevarings- og vitaliseringsstrategi, 
der blev formuleret i 2004. 

Brief project history 2006-2013 

Munkegård School became a listed 
building in 1995. The school is one of 
the major works carried out by Arne 
Jacobsen.  

Work on the school building was 
started from 1949 by professor and 
architect Arne Jacobsen and was fin-
ƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфрс ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƻǊƪέΦ 
This means that Arne Jacobsen drew 
and designed every level in the build-
ing, right from the overall structure 
down to such fine details as the fittings, 
stage backdrops and curtains, lighting, 
fixings and garden plans. It is a large, 
well-structured entity which seems to 
create an intimate atmosphere thanks 
to the close interaction between archi-
tecture and the landscape.  

In 2000 Gentofte Municipality de-
cided that schools should offer pro-
ject-based learning facilities. In 2004 
a conservation and revamp strategy 
was devised, in collaboration with 
the Danish Agency for Culture, along 
with plans for an ambitious restora-
tion project and a 1,600 m2 exten-
sion under the school playground, a 
άƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ŦƭƻƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴέΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ 
large amount of daylight from atri-
ums. The ground-floor extension has 
been designed by Dorte Mandrup 
Architects and was completed in 
2009.  

The ground-floor extension was real-
ised alongside a project which in-
volved extensively restoring and re-
ǾŀƳǇƛƴƎ !ǊƴŜ WŀŎƻōǎŜƴΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎπ
ture, continuing right up to the first 
half of 2013. The assembly hall and 
classrooms have undergone major 
transformations using inbuilt furni-
ture, along with a few necessary  

alterations, also carried out by Dorte 
aŀƴŘǊǳǇ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ άǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
east has also been restored and re-
vamped by Erik Møller Architects after 
mould removal. Similarly, the care-
ǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊϥǎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻπ
dation have been restored by Birthe 
Just Architects. The grounds and court-
yard gardens have been restored and 
revamped by Gentofte Landskab og 
Arkitektur. Lastly, the Birthe Just design 
consultancy has produced a detailed 
manual ensuring that any future work 
can follow the conservation and reno-
vation strategy devised in 2004.  
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Akvarel af Arne Jacobsen Watercolour by Arne Jacobsen. 
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Munkegårdsskolen - 1949-1956  
Arkitekt: Professor Arne Jacobsen, 
arkitekt maa 

Ved projekteringen af skolen, der 
blev påbegyndt i april 1949, var den 
bærende idé, at bygge en stor skole 
όǘƛƭ урл ōǄǊƴύ ƳŜŘ ŘŜƴ ƭƛƭƭŜ ǎƪƻƭŜǎ 
intimitet.  

Munkegårdsskolen er struktureret 
ƻǾŜǊ Ŝǘ έƎǊƛŘέ ƳŜŘ п ǊŋƪƪŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
visningsfaciliteter, hvor 3 af rækker-
ne indeholder i alt 24 klasselokaler, 
i ét plan. Klasselokalerne ligger 2 og 
н ƳŜŘ ƘǾŜǊ ǎƛƴ ƭƛƭƭŜ ƎňǊŘƘŀǾŜΣ ƘǾƻǊπ
ved der opnås en ro og privat karak-
ter. Klasselokalerne er rigt forsynet 
med dagslys, dels gennem de store 
vinduer, og dels gennem det tilba-
getrukne shedlys. Begge bånd 
strækker sig i hele sydfacadens 
længde, således opnås en jævn lys-
fordeling i klasserne. 

Munkegårdsskolens centrale del 
viser sig som en 2-etages bygning, 
der, foruden kontorer, indeholder 
multisal med bibliotek og scene.  

Den fjerde og sidste række, bag de 
о ǊŋƪƪŜǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƪƭŀǎǎŜǊΣ ŜǊ Ŝƴ н-
etages bygning, der primært rum-
mer faglokaler. 

Skolegården, syd for skolebygnin-
ƎŜƴΣ ǎǘǊŋƪƪŜǊ ǎƛƎ ǳŘ ƛ ƎǊƛŘΩŜǘǎ ŦǳƭŘŜ 
længde og er mod syd indrammet 
af 1-plans bygninger, med bl.a. cy-
kelskure. Mod øst flankeres gården 
af en 2-plans bygning med udsko-
ling, og tilsvarende mod vest, af en 
bygning der indeholder gymnastik-
sale. Raffinerede glaspergolaer indi-
kerer linierne og sørger for regnlæ 
og belysning. 

Vest for skolebygningerne er anlagt 
en sportsplads, og øst for bygnin-
gerne er legearealer samt en nyere 
(1986), og arkitektonisk indpasset, 
undervisningsbygning i 2 plan, teg-
net af Dissing & Weitling, der bl.a. 

Munkegårds School - 1949-1956  
Architect: Professor Arne Jacobsen, 
Architect MAA  

When designing of the school was 
started in April 1949, the main idea 
was to build a large school (for 850 
children) offering the intimate envi-
ronment of a small school.  

aǳƴƪŜƎňǊŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ άƎǊƛŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ 
teaching facilities, three of which 
feature a total of 24 classrooms on 
one floor. The classrooms are ar-
ranged 2 and 2, each with their own 
small courtyard garden, thereby 
making them peaceful and private. 
The classrooms have plenty of day-
light coming in, both through the 
large windows and the secluded sky-
lights. Both strips extend along the 
whole length of the south facade, 
thereby providing an equal distribu-
tion of light in the classrooms. 

The central section of the Munkegård 
School takes the form of a two-storey 
building, accommodating a multi-
purpose hall with a library and stage, 
in addition to offices.  

The fourth and final row, behind the 
three rows of normal classes is a two-
storey building, which primarily ac-
commodates dedicated rooms. 

The school playground, which is 
south of the school building, extends 
the full length of the grid and is en-
closed to the south by one-storey 
buildings, including bicycle sheds. 
The yard has a two-storey building 
for the secondary education classes 
along its eastern side, with a building 
containing gym halls along the west-
ern side. Elegant glass pergolas indi-
cate the lines and provide shelter 
from the rain and incorporate light-
ing.  

There is a sports field located to the 
west of the school buildings and play 

Trappe i fagfløj, foto 1958 
Stairs in dedicated building, photo 1958 

Klasseværelse, foto 1958 
Classroom, photo 1958 

Skolen set fra boldbanen, ca. 1958 School seen from playing field around 1958 

En af de fredfyldte gårdhaver , ca. 1956 
One of the peaceful courtyard gardens around 1956 


